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reported a bill for the r0lief of James H. Neely correctly en 
grossed. 

A bill to incorporate the 'rexns YVc.!:>tern RDil Road Company i 
read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill w~s amended by striking 
out the second proviso in lGth s1~ction. ~rhe tiH then pnssed. 

Mr. BigE~low introduced n bill grunting n forry privilege to P. 
C. Shannon ; read first time. 

Mt. Eddr introduced a bill f:.H the relwf of ElufrHd Brooks and 
Ma::ston Latham; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, n bill for the investigation and 
determination of eleven league land c!airns in Robertson and part 
of Burnett's colony, was taken from the table and made the spe
cial order of the day for :Monday the 5!6ti1 in~:tnat. 

The following bills we!·e sovernEy r8ad a third time and 
passed, to wit : 

A bill for the relief ot vVil!iam l\JcFarlnnd; 
A bill for the relief of William '\V eich, of Limestone county; 
A b+H for the relief of James H. Neely ; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew Roach ; and 
A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hubert. 

A message was received from the House,informing the Sentltethat 
the House had passed a bill m::.king an appropriation to pay the 
several assessors and collectors of tc:x.e:s f:...'r tu.kin.:£ the census of 
their respective counties for tee y:J~r 18.11, \Vi~h ~n amendme.nt. 

A bill to apportion the Senator::; and Rop:cucGtat.i ves of t~e Le· 
gislature among the severr .. 1 cc,unties :>f this State aceordrng to 
the requirements of the constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, laid on the table. . 
. On motion of l\ir. 'Vilsnn, th.::: Senate :ldjonrned unlll 10 

o·clock to-morrow mornin~. 

SATURJH.v, January 24, 1852. 
The Senate was called to order bv the PMsidcnt pursuant to 

ndjournment-prayer by the Rev. ~lr. Smith--roll called-quo
rum present. 

The journal of y~sterday was read and adopted. fflls 
}fr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 1 

' 

reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 
A bill relating to lands in Peters' colony · 
A bill supplementary to an act to incorpdrate the Texas Mon\1· 

mental committee; 
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A. biB fixing the rate at which the Texas stock of indemnity 
ib.Jll be paid at the: rrrcasl! ry ; . . 
A bill for tl~e. rellef of ~oah SmJth\VIck; 
.A bill req~1rrng th~ Adjutant General to issue to Noah Smith

flick, his heirs or assigns, a bounty land warrant for 1,280 acres 
o{ )and; . 

A bill for the relief of John V. Ste\vart, his heirs or assians · 
And joint resolution for the benefit of Thomas 1-Vm. )Var~. ' 
j\Jr. Grirnes innde the folto\ving report: 

AusT1::s-, January 24, 1852. 
'fo the lion. J. w. HENDERSON, 

JJresident of tlte Senate: 
A portion of the co1u1~ittee on Finm.1ce, to '~ham wa_s referred 

ajoi11t re<>nlnt1011 to provide for 1u11end1n£:' the vOth section of the 
General Provisions of the Constitution, liuve given to the sub
,etthat deli?eratio.n thnt tl-1:ei_r ti1ne a~d t~le circumstances \vould 
Fmit. 'rlus sect1cn proh1blls banking 1n the State. Averse as 
!Ollle of your co1nrnittce are to th,:i principle of banking, in nny 
:ll!lnner, shape or tor1n, that the snbject can present itself, yet as 
•respectable ~o~tion of t_he citizen~ ?f Texas appe~r opposed to 
._,ing the pnv1lege cnt11:ely prol11b1~ed by a. consu~ntional pro
rision, nnd us the resolution, shnn Id it pass the Legislature, \Vill 
mfv r·~for the subject to the considerntion and direct vote of the 
quaiifie<l electors of tbe State, and if approved by the people, 
ien it ~vonld !1ave to be conE.rn1!!d by u t\vo thirds vote of the 
ouin~ I~egislntnre. 
lf the ::unendn1ent be tunde sons to a[[o\v bnnkiug, it \Vill be

wme the dnty of the I_,eg-islnture, in g-r::tnting charters, to thrO\V 
sUCh guards and restrictions uronnd the institution, us 'vill, if 
psible, prevent frnnd and peculation. Not doubting the intel
ligllnce and integrity of the people to decide npon mutters of in
-rest to themselves and to the State,:and considering it anti-demo
untic to witlihold from their decision, questions of this descrip
tion, they return the resolution and recommend it to the con
Jideration of the Senate. 

JESSE GRI:UES, Chairman. 
Mr. Dnncy, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 

made the follo\ving report : 

Tl.'lthe Ilon. J. \V. HENDERso:-v, 
At:sTrN, January 24, 1852. 

President of t!ie Senate : 
The committee on Internal ImprovP.mcnts, 

erred a bill to establish the ~e\V Orleans, 
F.F. 

to whom was re
Texas and Pacific 



370 

Rail wny company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers 
and Opelousas Railroad through Texas, have authorized me to 
report the. bill to the Senate with amendments, and recommend 
the same to their favorable consideration. 

The Atlantic and Pacific Rail way is a work in which the 
people of Texas feel a deep interest, and it is believed that this 
road, if completed, will constitute a part of thnt great line of rail
ways which is to cross the continent, und bring the Atlantic and 
Pacific seaboards within the same social circle. A grant of land 
twenty miles in width, extending across the State, is an immense 
donation to a company, but it dwindles into insig-nificance when 
compared with the immenso benefits which wonld flow from the 
accomplishment of the work in contF~mplation. It is to be re
gretted that the Legislature would not so appropriate the means 
within their control, as to secure the construction of this Rail
way, beyond a doubt. By doing so, Texas would have entered 
upon a career of prosperity unexampled in the history of the 
world. There is a "tide in the affairs of" nations ns well 
as "men, which, taken nt the flood, leads on to fortune:"
That time has arrived in the affairs of 'rexas, and if we fail to 
improve the present opportnnity, we may live to see the day 
when others will enjoy those advantages which we might s.o 
easily have seen red to ourselves. 'l'he connection of the AtlanllC 
and Pacific, by rail ways, may be regnrded by many, at present, as 
i'isionary; but in a few years snch a work will be regarded as 
an absolute necessity. 'I1lrn settlement of California, and the 
increase ot the Chinese and India trade consequent thereon, r~n· 
der it still more important than it has been heretofore. Th~ im
mense e.xtent of territory belon~ing to the United S.tates, ~au:~~ 
the patnot and statesman to desll'e to see remote scct10ns b1ou~ 
tog~ther by railroads, for the purpose of producing the identtt~. 
of mterest and foelina which will unite them in the bond~ 0 

friendship, and the~by prevent a dissolution of our glorious 
confederacy. Railroads ma<rnetic telearaphs, and ocean stearnd 

• • ' 1".' t-i I t an 11av1gat10n are rapi-dl y chano-ing the surface of onr p an~ ' h 
· · h n th t e 11nprovmg t e condition of the hnman race· they, w1 

· · · l ' rocrress. prmtrng press: constitute tie great propellers of human P e f 
While the world around us is advanc· no- with the speed oe 

the iron horse, Texas should not stand still.n Let llS enconrag t 
those works of internal improvement which will give pern,~ne~f 
prosperity to the State, end we will be entitled to the than cs_ 
the present generation, and of all who are to come aftdr us~ds 
Texas can never become a great commercial State if shed cp~ope 
U,?On the uncertain navigation of her rivers alone, to eve 
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ber resources. As it is absolutely necessary then, that she should 
becrin a system of railroad improvements, which will connect 
ih~ interior of the State_ with the c?m~ercic~l world, by securing 

safe, speedy and certain commumcation with· the different com
~ercial cities of the United States, at all seasons, the sooner the 
system is begun, the better it will be for the country. If Texas 
delays a few years longer, Missouri will anticipate her, by leaping 
over the Oznrl{ mountains on her iron steed, and crossino- the 
.Rio ~rar~de in her march to th~ Pacific. . . . 1::1 

Behevrng that the State will suffer no in Jury 1f the bi 11 pass 
with the annexed amendments, they are respectfully submitted to 
ihe Senate. 

Amendments numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 ancl, 7, are a part of 
this report. 

JON \V. DANCY, One of the committee. 
Amendments to the bill to ei:;tablish the New Orleans, 'l.,exns 

and Pacific Rail way: &c. 
,Amendment 1. In section S, line five, strike out "yards,'' and 

insert feet; ' adopted. 
Amendment 2. At the end of section 13, strike out the words 

uat the discretion of the court;" adopted. 
Amendment 3. In section 18, line eighteen, strike out the 

words "doul!le the," and insert instead thereof~ the words '' nn 
equal;'' adopted. 

Amendment 4. Section 18, in lines 22 and 23, strike out the 
words "immedintely after the survey and location of the line of 
said Railroad," strike out article 3, in same section 18, and in ar
ticle 5, of seetion 18, fill the blank with ''three," and strike out 
all after the word "therenfter," and insert the words " and if the 
company fail to comply with this provision, this charter shall be 
come null nnd void;" adopted. 

Amendment 5. In section 19, line 23, strike out "two acres," 
and insert "one acre"; adopted. 

Amendment 6. In section 21, strike out all after the word 
"President,'' in the 8th line, and insert the fallo\l'1ng. 

'' vVhich are public domain, whenever the railroad is completed 
in a a-ood aud substantial manner, with good '11 or U iron rails, 
to th~ point where the lands lie. No patents shall be granted 
until four miles of the railroad are completed, and as sections of 
ten miles of said road are completed, patents shall be granted for 
all publi~ lands along such section within ten miles of &he line 
of said railroad, and land certificates for six hundred and forty 
acres each, shall be issued by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to said company, for an amount ofland equal to the 
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quantity of land lying within ten miles of the line of any such 
completed section of said railroad, which may not belong to the 
·State, to be located and paten1ed as other land certificates. No 
certificate or patent shall be issued for any land lying within ten 
miles of the line of said railroad, which is in advance of any 
completed section of said railroad. One fourth of the lands 
granted to this company shall be alienated in six years from the 
date of the patents-one fourth in eight years-one fourth in ten 
years, and the remaining fonrth in twelve years, so that nil the 
lands shall pass from the possession of the company in twelve 
years from the date of the patents. 

Amendment 7. Strike out 22d, 23rd and 24th sections. 
JON Vv. DANCY, One of the committee 

On Internal Improvements. 
Mr. Grimes presented tho petition of John l\tl .. Moody; referred 

to the committee on the Judiciary. 
l\1r. 'Vilson presented the petition of sundry cotton plDnters; 

read and referred to ri selt>ct comrnitlec, composed of Messrs. 
Dav. Bogart, Burks, Scott and Eddv. 

lVfr. Bigelow presented the petition of S. H~ Belden ; referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

l\'.Ir. Bigelow, ulso, presented the petition of A. Glnved~c; re· 
ferred to the committee on I•..,inance. 

1'1lr. Hill presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hender· 
son connty; referred to tlie committee on the Judiciary. 

].\'.Ir. Davis offered the follo\vin~r resointion: 
Resolved, ~Vith the concnrrence of the Honse of Representa· 

tive~, that when the two Houses ncliou rn on tl:e 7th dn\T of Fe?· 
runr~r next, they shall stand udjom:~icd until the first l\Jonday lll 
July next. . f 

Mr. Wilson introduced n bill to amend tl1e G'7th section ° 
an net to regulate proceedings in the district court; read first 
time. d 

On tn?tion of Mr. 'Vil son, the rule was suspende~,. bill rea 
second tune, and 1e{erred to the committee on the Jud1c1ary. b 

l\.fr. vVilson introduced a bill to incorporate the Colnm ns 
Tulale and Female Seminary ; rend fir~:t time. 

l\1r. vVilson introduced a bill concerning slander; read first 
time. 

l\'lr. Gray made the following report: 
The committee on the J udicinry have considernd a bill to~!

tend. the provisi.ons ~fan ac_t, appro~ed Febr~rnry 8, 1850, ~o ~e: 
vest1gate land titles rn certa1c. counues therern named, an 
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. ving that the objects of the bill may be accomplished at less 
li9 ense both to the State and clnin1ants of the land, by a simpler 
eJJcess than that indicated by the bilt, respectfully submit the 
Pa;elosed snbstitute, to be entitled an net relinquishing the right of 
~State of 'I'exas to lnnJs in the counties of El Paso and Pre
~jdio, helrl u~der gra~1ts Inade prior to the 2nd March1 18361 and 
recommend Its a<lopt10n atid passage. 

]):lr. Gray also n1ade the following report: 

JANUARY 22, l8p2. 
The co1nn1ittee on the Judiciary, have considered a bill to au

tbQ-rizc and require the Cotnn1issioner of the General Lai:d Office 
to jssue paten ts ro legal purchasers at probate and sher1fl"s sa:le-s. 
The object of the bill in plain terins is to e1npo\Ver the Commis~ 
siouer to issue patents for lands in the names of the persons pur
ebasin~ certificates at public sulcs. It includes the cases of salea 
made heretofore, and also those that 1nay 'hereafter be made, and 
invests the Comtnissioner of the L:-ind Office with po\ver to judge 
ef the ragularity of the proceedings of the courts and officers in 
makin~ the sale. A rnn.jority of the committee are opposed to 
the bill in principle and detail, nnd believing that it would ba 
prodncti ~·c of more injury than benefit, they instruct me to re
turn it to the Senate for its c:insideration. 

P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Mr. Ecldy tnoved that 300 copies of the report of the commit
tee on In:ernnl Improvements, on a bill to establish the New 
Orleans, 'rexas and Pacific Raihvay company, for the extension 
6f the :::\e\v Orleans, Algiers and Opelousas Railroad through 
Texas, aud the bill be printed ; carried by the following vote: 

YEAs-:\Iessrs. Arn1~trong, Iligelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Doane, Eddy, Ford, Gray, lHeusebach, Sterne and Trnit-12. 
NAYS-~lessrs. Bog-art, Bnrks, Dugg-un, Grimes, Hill, Merri

man, Parker, Scott, Taylor, 'Villiams und '\Vilson-11. 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow·, the vote just taken was recon

sidered. 
:Mr. Eddy moved to print 270 copies of the report; lost. 

ORDERS 01" TH8 DAY. 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendment of the llouse 
to a bill makrng- an appropriation to pay tl:~e several assessors and 
collectors of taxes, for taking the census of their respecti'lre eoun. 
ties for the vear 185 l. 
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The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
t.o wit: 

A bill relating to lands in Peters' colony; 
A bill for the relief of John V. Stewart, his heirs or assigns; 
And a bill requiring the Adjutant General to issne to Noah 

Smithwick, his heirs or assigns, a bounty land warrant for 1,280 
acres of land. 

A bill setting apart and reserving two leagues of land around 
each military po~t on the frontier, for the present use and occu· 
paracy of the United States troops; rend third time, nnd passed by 
the following vote: 

YEAs-l\1"essrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Eddy, 
Ford, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, l\fousel>ach, Parker, Reaves 
and Taylor-14. 

NA vs-Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Day, Duggan and 'fruit-5 .. 
A bill fixing the rate at' which the Tex~s stock of indemnity 

shall be paid at th~ 'rreasury ; read third time. 
Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: . 
Insert after ''to," the following: "pay out said bonds at their 

face value with the interest computed thereon, and added thereto 
up to the time of said payment." 

Mr. Davis offered as a snbstitnte to the amendment, the fol
lowing: "at such premium as they are worth in the market of 
New Orleans; n rejected. 

'rhe vote was then taken on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Bigelow, and was as follows: 

Y EAs-Messrs. Arm~trong, Bigelow, Bog-a1·t, Doane, F~rd, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, 1\'.Ieusebach, Parker, 
Sterne, Williams and 'Vilson-15. 

NA ys-Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gra~, 
Scott, 'raylor and 'rruit-9; rejected, two .. birds non~oting fo~!i: 

Mr. Hart moved to re-commit the bill to the com11~1tt.ee on. er 
nance. 'rhe Chair decided the reference made, a mnJorltY votrn~ 
for it. . 

Mr. Dancy appealed from the decision, contendin.g. that it re
quired a two-thirds v?te to refer a ~ill on i !s thi~rd :ending. bill 

The Senate sustained the dec1s10n of the Chair, and the 
was referred. 

On motion of .~fr. Bogart, a bill to incorporate the Vicksb~~a 
and El Paso Rauroad company, was taken from the table 
placed among the orders of the day. 

. . T 5 l\'fonn-
A bill supplementary to a~ act _to incorporate the exa stitU· 

mental Committee ; read third tune, nnd passed by a con 
tional majority. 
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Joint re~lution for the _benefit of Th_omas vYilliam Ward; 
e1d third un1e~ and, on motion of Mr. W1\soh, laid on the table. 

r Ji:[r. Kinney moved to take frotn the table the motion to recon
ider the vot~ which rejected a bi I\ to regulate the pay of members and officers ot the Legislature; carried. 
'fhe yeas and nays \Vere then called ou the reconsideration, 

pd were as fol lo\vs : 
~EAS- Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, Doane, Ford, 

Jioney, Merriman: Meusebaeh, Reaves, Sterne and Wilson-12. 
°NAYS-Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Dnggan, EddY., 

gray, Grimes, Hurt, Hill, Parker, Scott, Taylor, 'l'ruit and Wil
)iams-14. 

So the Senate refu'3ed to reconsider the vote. 
A bill for the relief of Noah Smithwick; read third time, and 

oninotion of Mr. Hart, laid on the table. 
· Mr. Ford, by leave, introduced joint resolution concerning an 
)Jdian bonnda1y ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, joint resolu~ 
tion read second time: and referred to the committee on Indian 
Atl'airs. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o~lock p. m. 

3 o'cLocK, P. M. 
Senate met-roll ealled-quorum presenL 
A bill for the relief of William Goynes; read second time, 

111d, on n1otion of Mr. Taylor, lnid on the table. 
A bill to atnend the several acts for the incorporation of the 

~ty of Austin; read second titne, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
referred to the committee on Sta.le Affairs. 

A bill to incorporate the Bro,vnsville Railroad company; read 
1Qcond time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the com
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity College ; read second time, 
tnd on motion of Mr. Merriman, referred to the committee on 
Education, 

A bill for the relief of McKinney & Williams ; read second 
time, and1 on motion ot Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee oil 
~inance. 

A bill to prevent locations and the patenting of lands within 
Che li1nits Gf the grant known as Peters' colony; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Bogart, laid on the table. 

A bill making an appropriation to complete the General Land 
Office; :read, and passed to third reading. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 



that the House had passed a bill supplementary to an act to 
amend the 2nd and 7th sections of an act to organize the supreme 
court of the State of 'rexas, approved 12th May, 1846, which 
originated in the Senate. 

A. bill supplementary to an act concerning the estates of dec'd 
soldiers, approved December 17, 1851 ; and 

A bill for the relief of Charles R. Slaughter, were read second 
time, and ordered to be engTossed. 

A bill for the relief of H. R. \V. Hill; read second time. 
1\'.Ir. Hill :noved to fill the blank with 8 per cent.; le&:t by the 

following vote : 
Y EA.s-1\lessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Duggan, Ford1 Grimes, 

Hill, Kinney, Parker, and Sterne-10. 
NA Ys-l\'lessrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, 

.il:i.erriman l\leusebacb, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and 'T~mit-·12. 
On motion of 1\'lr. Grimes, the bill wr~s laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourrrnd until 10 

o'clock: Monday morning. 

1'.IoNDA Y, January 26, 1852. 

The Senate was callecl to arder by the President pursuant to 
adjournrneut-prayer by the Rev. J\lc. Baggerly-roll called
quorum present. 

'I'he journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Parker presented the petition of Snrnh \V. Bracken; re

ferred to the cornmitten on Private Lund Claims. 
Mr. Hill presented the petition of Thomas Harvell; referred 

to the committee on Private Laud Cini ins. . 
Mr. Reavr:s, chairman of the committee on ?ngro::sed Billsf' 

reported n b1l I su ppiemeutary to an act concern mg thr. estates 0 

deceased soldiers, approved December 17th, 1851 ; and 
A bill for the relief of Charles R. Slnu crhter, correctly engrossed. 
l\'lr. Bogc~rt, chairman of the commit~e or~ Cou~ties nn<l. Con~~ 

ty Boundanes, to whom wa~ referred a bill to wcnrpowte t 
town of '\Vashi-ngton ; and a bill to create the county of D~:r; 
reported the same back to the Senate and recommended t 
oassage. 
· Mr. Day made the following report: .. n of 

Your Select committee, to whom wns referred the petlUO ent 
sundry citizens, praying the .~egislature to pass a~ act to pr~\Ten
certniu planters from depositing cotton seed outside of their 


